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Hospital indie to produce second medical series for BBC2

By Ellie Kahn | 3 February 2023

Labell lands eight part ob-doc based in Leeds

The BBC has commissioned Hospital indie Labell to produce a second medical doc series for BBC2,

covering the hot topic of NHS waiting lists.

The 8 x 60-minute Saving Lives In Leeds has exclusive access to follow doctors and surgeons at Leeds
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust - one of the biggest NHS Hospital Trusts in the UK - as they battle
through the backlog of patients needing treatment.

Featuring in-depth interviews with staff, patients and relatives, the series aims to bring audiences
closer to the clinicians and the challenging and emotional decisions they must make to manage one

of the longest waiting lists in NHS history.
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Key medical procedures featuring in the programme include a brain tumour operation, cardiac surgery

on babies, life-saving liver treatment and a high-risk double hand transplant.

Labell’s other BBC2 medical series Hospital, which is set to continue, has run for seven series, plus
specials Hospital: Fighting COVID-19 and Hospital: Road to Recovery. The tight-turnaround series has
been filmed at University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire, the Imperial College Healthcare Trust
London, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust and six Trusts in Liverpool.

Saving Lives in Leeds was ordered by head of docs commissioning Clare Sillery with commissioning
editor Emma Loach. It is executive produced by Labell’s co-founder Lorraine Charker-Phillips; Anouk
Curry (The Secret Life of the Hospital Bed) and Catey Sexton (999: What’s Your Emergency?). The Series
Editor is Helen White (Nurses on the Ward).

Loach said: “Saving Lives In Leeds will bring us closer than ever before to the clinicians facing difficult
dilemmas on a daily basis and show us what they need to overcome before tackling the day job of

changing people’s lives”

Charker-Phillips said the “eye-opening” series comprises “extraordinary,

touching and life-affirming stories”.

“Filmed across the whole of Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, it gives
unique insight into the variety of work being done across departments, at
a time when decisions around how to tackle the growing backlog have
never been more important, she added.

Lorraine Charker-Phillips
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Chief executive of Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust Professor Phil Wood said the show “shines a
light” on the medical staff and “highlights some of the challenging decisions they make on a day-to-
day basis”.

“It's been a really positive opportunity for us to explain the complexity behind some of the decisions
we take when managing waiting lists and highlight that we always have our patients’ best interest at
the heart of everything we do; he added.

The announcement comes shortly after Labell co-founder Simon Dickson stepped down, with Charker-
Phillips taking over full responsibility for the indie, with support from chief operating officer Jo Taylor,

while Dickson continues as a consultant executive producer on key projects.

The Fremantle label’s upcoming slate includes Soldier, a six-part series for BBC1. Its other factual
shows include Worlds Collide: The Manchester Bombing (ITV); Nurses on the Ward (UKTV); School
(BBC2); Five Dates a Week (Channel 4); Five Guys A Week (Channel 4); Class of 2021 (Channel 4) and
The Family Brain Games (BBC2).

https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/bbc/hospital-indie-to-produce-second-medical-series-for-bbc2/5178774 article 3/3


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvsuo1iZgk8uo-6BE152_OSfbdiCZb95vfbA-eonQ-3bBYZNSwL1l95l9gkbJUfp23u99-oNXsdRDLSAY4fSZQBafU4Q797-6D2vPLafD3DNEFVH8gAmjMnPYw3zN61eU25pupQcWOCdo3r1EbnXFd-gCMKQQ12BNkWAfleLf_p0FpYSpd_DP3jHv_-z9R1B8DRrHyZ_mjrcnd9ZrjjZTtHw-rqDCQCrn3bLWQOGb-h2ChtVTwwQ7tDv1mMENczySB_I9oujGNp2nHUsCAhKQoFmlVGBaoFrBP4--G3-cGZhbIVhUAjSkoggiqOSWeg3l3QaDXurgH1qw9CYFP4DQdT&sai=AMfl-YTf2ltyp_nFPeYvzGfCYxr9w2NaHjkCCH-jYPA5oWhPbXGPWJuv04HWWQUUxpujapherOn7l0RSLIHPYTvam0lenSGtl5qhh1-IGByCfV3xA7BiNjfbR3Ydoqlh_ZPBwOUtlys&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLGTF1JVbvf1&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://mediaproductionshow2023-visitor.reg.buzz/broadcast-skin
https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/indies/simon-dickson-steps-down-from-label1/5177521.article
https://www.broadcastnow.co.uk/bbc/label1-follows-army-recruits-for-bbc1/5166556.article

